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TAJASSODAT Printyourown copy at
ZINE home on an A4 printer!

— PRINTING
GUIDE

Think of our
environment
and printon
recycled paper!

On the PDF page, click CMD+P or CTRL+P to access printing options.
Select your printer.

Make sure you have inserted paper; suggested thickness: 70-100 gr.
Printing in actual size might crop the document depending on the margins
of your printer. We recommend you select the option “Fit to Page”

for best results.

If possible, print this document in full color for a better reading experience.

Every page must be stacked on top of one another to create the final zine.

g

Attach the pages together however you’'d like and enjoy!
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' The body of material you are about to see is a
visual account of the process and proceedings of Ta-
- jassodat: Conversations to Advance Trans Rights and
Justice in Muslim Societies, which was a 5-day
cross-regional convening for activists held in May
2019 in Nepal.

This zine 1s a direct outcome of the participatory
approach and methodology that were adopted for the
convening, so that the space and the outcomes were —
co-created by and for collaborators who attended.

The documentation tools and processes for Tajassodat
challenged by contributors, with the aimfdfuﬁaving
collective agency over the representation of the
content and attendees. The major part of the materi-
—al1in the following pages was produced and selected
by the 23 collaborators of the meeting, with the.

; only real additions to the original content coming

' in the form of design and layout.

' As such, the zine presents an alternative to conven-
" tional forms of reporting and “fly on the wall”
methods of representation, typically produced by one
—individual often external to the conversation.

It is a collectively produced document by and for
trans and non-binary activists in Muslim contexts.



' It also reaches out beyond the 5 days of the
convening, to contain the preparatory efforts and
—exchanges that made it possible for Tajassodat to
take place.

In that sense, this zine is an archival document
that situates Tajassodat within a year-long
trajectory of work, exchanges and solidarity.

This zine is intended to be printed and read as a —
physical object, and also includes instructions
on how to compile it yourselves at home.
Tajassodat collaborators wish you a pleasant
read, and hope that this material can inform
other conversations around trans and non-binary
rights and justice across different contexts.
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This 5-day convening is a collaborative initiative
between Tajassod/Qorras and the Coalition for
Sexual and Bodily Rights in Muslim Societies
(CSBR), to support conversations on trans experi-
ences and needs, networking, resource development,
and joint collaborations amongst trans activists and
their allies. The convening aims to bring together 30
participants from across the MENA and SSEA
regions, this convening will be a first of its kind, led
by CSBR and trans activists in Muslim societies.

Suggested countries;

Lebanon, Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, Palestine,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia, India.




About Tajassod and CSBR

Tajassod is an initiative that works on gender embod-
iment, it focuses on bringing forward practical infor-
mation for trans individuals and practical network-
ing with allies and fellow activists, to try to have a
healthier and safer future in our “homes . Tajassod
is led by one of Qorras’s founding members.

Tajassod is an initiative that builds on years of experi-
ence within queer and feminist frameworks. Tajas-
sod was therefore born out of a politicized personal
experience that we have often struggled with in
LGBTQ+ and feminist circles. Some of the ques-
tions that Tajassod aims to address are: How can we
collect information that will be comprehensive
enough for many trans individuals to find useful,
without invisibilising important sub communities?
How can we translate our identities safely on our
bodies without dissecting our bodies into medical
organs? How can we build alliances and optimize
information within more relevant contexts particular-
ly Global South/Muslim Societies ones.

The collaboration with CSBR comes from the need
to have a learning space on advancing trans relevant
information and justice. Our interactions with global
south/north is not as a young initiative, rather CSBR
has been part in our individual growth through the
spaces we navigated together, that helped us bring
forward our work in the past 10 years. We see this as
an opportunity for continuous collaboration and a
chance to work together on cross-regional network-
ing and learning from community-led strategies on
trans issues for our context.

CSBR is an international solidarity network of over
30 members organizations across 16 countries in
MENA, SSEA and Central Asia. CSBR supports the
integration of a holistic approach to sexual and
bodily rights as human rights across Muslim socie-
ties, through feminist knowledge building, strategic
convenings, and activist capacity building. This
proposed meeting arose from conversations with
Tajassod/Qorras and activists across regions about
the need to separate gender identity and expression
out from LGBTIQ organizing, and to support
trans-led conversations, contextualised discourses,
resource sharing, and solidarity work.

The convening will serve as a space to co-strategize
on how to build more inclusive movements, by collec-
tively mapping the landscape and opportunities for
trans rights and justice within countries as well as at
the regional levels. To date such no cross-regional
conversations have taken place focused particularly
on Muslim societies. We see this collaboration with
Tajassod/Qorras as a launching point to strengthen
CSBR’s relationships and network membership with
trans-led groups in Muslim contexts, so that CSBR
and her partners increase our knowledge, under-
standing and capacities to be proactive allies and to
provide strategic, responsive, needs-based solidarity
and movement support.




The convening will be coordinated by a core team
made up of Tajassod, CSBR and activists from both
regions. The meeting will use mixed methods, inte-
grating structured discussions, participatory and
arts-based methods, and open space facilitation on
the three core themes of:

Personal embodiements, health & wellbeing;
Language, culture and histories;

Legal human rights advocacy & Trans movement
building. Throughout the 5 days we aim to build a
healing space & strengthen trans activists capacities
and strategies to foster sustainable community level
change at home. In the first three days, collaborators
will share personal experiences and contextual histo-
ries on trans organizing; map out common trends
and obstacles across national contexts, as well as
unique opportunities for advocacy; and document
ways in which trans activists overcome, recreate, and
reframe their struggles to encourage understanding
& solidarity, from the level of the family and friends,
to a wider community, and national advocacy. The
final two days will be used as a creative space to
synthesize reflections through artistic & creative visu-
alizations of our various experiences on bodily auton-
omy, self-determination and community organizing.
This will also serve as a space to explore networking
& solidarity questions with allies, be it networks/col-
lectives or organizations that are trans inclusive
nationally or regionally.







Mew Message

Subject: EMAIL INVITATION FOR STEERING COMMITTEE

e
Subject: EMAIL INVITATION FOR STEERING COMMITTEE

Diear XXXX,
Warmest greetings from CSBR and Qorra 5!

We are writing to formally invite you to jein the Steering Committee for Tajassodat: Conversations to Advance Trans Rights & Justice
across Muslim Societies—a cross-regional strategic convening set to take place in March 2019. You can read the original concept note
about the project here: hitp:/ /hit.ly/TajassodatConceptOver the last few months, we've been reaching out to trans activists around the
world to discuss the project, our politics, our goals and hopes for the process.

As we've shared with you, this has included building a core team of activists from MENA & SSEA with whom the project resonated, who
share our vision, and importantly who will push us that much further to make Tajassodat not just another meeting, but a space that really

supports the growth of trans led arganizing & deeper solidarity & allyship across Muslim contexts, and beyond.

We are excited to officially launch the program, and in the attached invitation letter you can find full details of being a Steering
Committee member, Please take a look and get back to us by 16 Movember if you would like to join us?

As well, please let us know about your availability for the first virtual Steering Committee meeting, which will take place between 26-29
MNovember.

We really look forward to working with you!

With love and solidarity,
Rirna & Zakaria

3.Nationality _ _ _ _
4.Gender experien
5.Email. o o - oo -
6.Any more info yo®w
account, website or anything etse ygu wo d li
KNOW) e e mmmmmmmmmmmmmmm === m = m === == = =
7.What specific issues do you engage with on a daily basis
in your local context/day to day life?= = - === ===---
8.Please explain further your experience with all the
ISSUBS - o e e e e e e e e mmmmmmm e ————————
9.What can you tell us about the community around you in 14.Do you have any concerns about being visibly

your local context? identified as a participant at this meeting? Do you

10.Why do you want to participate in this convening for have any other security concerns for this convening?
trans activists from Muslim societies? What do you hope 15.Will you need help in with English?

to take away from the space? 16.Please explain an accessibility issue that you will

11.Why do you want to participate in this convening for need our assistance in

trans activists from Muslim societies? What do you hope 17.What kind of solidarity work do you do focus on
to take away from the space? - - - - cc oo -nom--- across other movements & issues?

12.What do you hope to contribute to the meeting?- - . 18.Part of this convening’s goal is to explore what
13.What is change you looking to see in your surrounding more networking support for trans activists across
and community? And what are the tools you believe you Muslim societies could look like. How might strategic
would need? Feel free to give a scenario or a story that and networking for trans activists function in a way

can express your vision or the change you will like to see. that would best suit your needs?



Hello from Tajassodat’s

Steering Committee!

Our call is now closed

and we are one step

nearer to getting

together in May!

Tajassodat's call for

application received

152 submissions from

trans® individuals from

the MENA and SSEA

regions.




Dear XXXX,

The Steering Committee of Tajassodat: Conversations to
Advance Trans Rights and Justice in Muslim Societies,
on behalf of Qorras & the Coalition for Sexual and
Bodily Rights in Muslim Societies (CSBR), cordially
invite you to participate in a solidarity & strategic con-
vening to be held from 26-30 May 2019, in Kathmandu,
Nepal.

o

We received over 75 complete applications, from which
we have shortlisted 30 collaborators from Bangladesh,
Egypt, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mo-
rocco, Nepal, Pakistan, Palestine, the Philippines, Tuni-
sia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Singapore.







@

® @

To aid your participation, CSBR &
Qorras will cover associated costs as
follows:

Accommodation on a shared twin room
basis, for the dates of the convening;

Economy return airfare to Kathmandu,
on the expected travel dates of the
convening;

Meals for the duration of your stay;
Cost of your visa on arrival to Nepal;

Local transportation to/from the air-
port, at home and in Kathmandu.

We believe your presence at the meet-
ing will both enhance and enrich the
discussions, given the experiences &
understanding from your own regions.

To confirm your participation please
RSVP your completed travel form (at-
tached) & a copy of your passport ID
page by 15 April 2019.

We have a wait-list for participation,
so if we do not hear from you by 15th
April, we will proceed to offer the spot
to another candidate.

We will also share the logistic details
for your travels closer to the date.

Once we have your confirmation, we
will be writing to you to start a collabo-
rative process to set up the agenda of
the 5-day convening.

If you have any questions, do not hesi-
tate to contact us.

We look forward to your favourable
response and seeing you in Nepal.
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THE AGENDA THE PRE-MEETING

P Ground people in the room in a shared
understanding of the Agenda of the
Convening. // the platform fm/ Lep

. p—
Introducing the scrapbook and
documentation method (anonymity, privacy,
etc) / volunteers for open space / fishbowl >>

ig n-up sheets // TEPBAK MSTEV 7/ TOTH

11:30 AM —
1PM
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Throughout // Gallery/ exchange envelopes / daily “reflections wall”

Time Session Facilitator Activity Outcomes Materials Documentation
method:

DAY ONE
May 26, 2019

9AM - Session 1: WELCOME, Introductions, Organizers: Ice breakers, Shared A5 cards - who Each person will
11AM Expectations, Agenda Overview. Zakaria, or Discussion, understanding | we are write/draw their own
Steering review of agenda | of the space, “ID card” based on

b Ground people in the room in a shared Committee objectives and | Post it notes or the ice-breaker, to be
understanding of the Agenda of the member(s) expectations small papers - used for the zine
Convening. // the platform [ 2ep expectation
b What are the things that you want to Intro to zine Collection of
coming days? and Markers expectation post-its
B Tntroducing the scrapbook and documentation produced by
documentation method (anonymity, privacy, - - anonymity, Scrapbook participants

ete) / volunteers for open space / fishbowl >> privacy, etc.
sign-up sheets JJ ¢ PBAGK SMSTEM 7/ BT Glue/tape

11AM -
11:30 AM

11:30 AM — | Session 2: And Setting goals and agenda Organizers: Discussion Shared A5 cards - who Annotated/edited
1PM b shared values, common language, goals, | Zakaria, or understanding | we are version of the agenda
review of agenda, open space, etc. r/\ll“ 2 Steering of the goals Post it notes or based on
b Ground rules Committee and agenda small papers - input/feedback
SYGN VP member(s) shared values
TecTimontbes and common Post-its or coloured
‘,T; a3 language papers for values,
clustering

bl




THE AGENDA THE PRE-MEETING

AFTERNOON OFF 1

Session 3: Personal reflection
b Personal reflection of their experiences
(individual) - journal or to draw

@ gender identity and expression,

@ religion or faith,

@ Activism

@ life

Geographical
maps of each
sub-region

Mind map of
forms of Markers

oppression
Camera (phone)

Notepad
(rapporteur)

Flip chart paper

\ Session 21: Feedback & Recap
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Notes | Session 3: personal journey
Commonalities

Self-discovery

1.

SR e

9.

Support system*
a. Has a positive influence in life
b. Correlates with isolation experienced by people
c. Relationship with family

Access to services
a. Services are sometimes uninformed of the needs of trans and non
binary people

Access to information and seeking knowledge and finding communities
Clothes and expression
Label, terms and language and its implication
a. Lack of access to terms on gender, sexuality and mental health
b. Labels and terms introduced by others
c. Labels and terms placed by others on us
d. Access to language

Coming out to our family*

a. Assumption of reaction of parents
Conflict, migration, boarder socio political and scientific and research
advancements and its impact on our lives and expression of gender as well as
self-discovery
Financial independence and class*

a. Sex work, make up artists, dancers (trans women)

b. Dependent on LGBTI organizations due to job discrimination

c. Trasitioning

Finding platforms (voice and expression)

10. Perseverance
11. Social pressure

Adolescence and transitioning

12. Challenges in adolescence™
13. Transitioning

- Financial resources
- Delay and prolonged time in school or education institutions

14. Education

- Peer bullying
- Romance in school
- Forced to drop out of school



- Discrimination by educational institutions — explicitly express LGBTI
people are not welcome or included

- Binary — based on assigned sex/gender at birth

- Segregation in educational institutions

15. Progressive muslim families

- Families are willing to help

- Parents who don’t impose their religious beliefs on their kids and do not
force their kids to change are considered as progressive by some

- Relationships with mothers, and sometimes fathers

- Policing in the family

- Filial and obedience within family

- Shia vs sunni and the journey and evolution with Islamic sects. Some sects
have close cooperation with LGBTI groups. e.g. the nusairy sect

- Using plurality, diversity in the diverse sects in Islam as entry points to
create change and progressive thinking

16. Sex work

- Trans man lack opportunities to engage in sex work in muslim context

- Increased vulnerability faced by sex workers

- Trans masculine people may adopt patriarchal attitudes — sex work is not
considered masculine

- Trans masculine sex workers are invisible, hidden, individuated and
isolated

- Historical context of the jobs

- Territorial issues

7. Relationship of all kinds (romantic, non romantic, etc.) and the positive and
negative impacts

8. Tension between culture and gender identity
a. Division within the community
b. Mix up between trans and kwajasaraj

Movement

19. Exclusion of trans activists or HRD in trans communities
a. Class and stereotypes
b. Division along the lines of employment — sex worker, dancers
c. Activist and non activist divide — don’t rock the boat
d. Division within the activists community. some trans activists do not
identify with some activists
i. Broaden scope of activism
ii. Some people feel a sense of exclusion or barriers in participate
in activism
iii. People come into activism with their personal experiences.
Sometimes there are assumptions of where people come from



iv. Defining what is political and politicization
v. Being patient in activism as mobilization is a long haul game

20. TERF — exclusion of trans women in feminist movements

21. Imposing acceptance and making changes to your body
a. Peer pressure
b. The notion of being a real trans
c. Pressure by queer activists to love and embrace your body
d. Validation of trans identity — are you trans enough?

22. Transphobia and segregation within with the LGBTI communities
a. Segregation based on groups for gays, grindr gays, trans
b. Issue of space and opportunities
c¢. Building an inclusive and strong movement, especially in conservative
context

23. Health and well being

a. Conversion therapy and efforts to change gender identity is still taking

place
b. Self medication — HRT
c. Trans health is pigeonholed into surgeries, instead of holistic health
d. Life span of trans people
e. Availability and accessibility of trans specific healthcare. Only
available in big cities and university hospitals
f. Discrimination comes from other patients and admin and other staff,

not so much doctors

g. Elderly care is available, but imposes binary conditions. Not accessible

to trans people
h. Trans youth suicide

24. Elderly trans women or the older generation create a sense of fear by sharing

negative experiences — results in delayed transition. There may not be
malicious intent or power play but has negative impact.

25. Safe housing is an issue
26. Safety

a. Not feeling safe and vulnerable to aggression and violence online and
offline
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WHAT TYPES OF SUPPORT AND SOLIDARITY DO YOUR
MOVEMENTS OR ORGANIZATIONS GET IN YOUR REGION?
PROVIDE EXAMPLES.

KEY EVENTS OR MOVEMENTS THAT GAVE YOU SPACE,
WERE INCLUSIVE OR SUPPORTED YOUR ACTIVISM?

MOVEMEN

UILDING

WHAT ARE THE COMMONALITIES THAT YOU SEE WITHIN
THE REGION?

CHALLENGES AND BACKLASH.
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