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he Zine

This zine is the collective outcome of the 
Tajassodat trans and non-binary 

cross-regional convening held in May 
2019 in Kathmandu, Nepal.

Its contents were collected, produced 
and edited by the organizers and contrib-

utors of Tajassodat, with the aim of 
documenting the 5 days of exchanges, 
discussions, and personal reflections 

around trans rights and justice in 
Muslim societies.



Print your own copy at 
home on an A4 printer!

Think of our 
environment 
and print on 
recycled paper!

On the PDF page, click CMD+P or CTRL+P to access printing options.

Select your printer.

Make sure you have inserted paper; suggested thickness: 70-100 gr.

Printing in actual size might crop the document depending on the margins
of your printer. We recommend you select the option “Fit to Page”
for best results.

If possible, print this document in full color for a better reading experience.

Every page must be stacked on top of one another to create the final zine.

Attach the pages together however you’d like and enjoy!
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The development of the Tajassodat convening agenda went through various iterations, 
following a participatory approach to co-creating the space. It was refined during the 
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opening of the convening. Each day also included evaluations, allowing for continuous 
adaptation of the agenda to meet the collaborators’ goals.
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The sessions of the convening unfolded along multiple themes, as prioritized by 
collaborators. The following sections of the zine include collaborators’ notes, 
working groups’ outputs, and discussion points of each session.
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format and possible paths forward for regional and cross-regional collaboration.
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The body of material you are about to see is a 
visual account of the process and proceedings of Ta-
jassodat: Conversations to Advance Trans Rights and 
Justice in Muslim Societies, which was a 5-day 
cross-regional convening for activists held in May 
2019 in Nepal. 

This zine is a direct outcome of the participatory 
approach and methodology that were adopted for the 
convening, so that the space and the outcomes were 
co-created by and for collaborators who attended.

The documentation tools and processes for Tajassodat 
were designed to be appropriated, subverted and
challenged by contributors, with the aim of having 
collective agency over the representation of the
content and attendees. The major part of the materi-
al in the following pages was produced and selected 
by the 23 collaborators of the meeting, with the 
only real additions to the original content coming 
in the form of design and layout. 

As such, the zine presents an alternative to conven-
tional forms of reporting and “fly on the wall”
methods of representation, typically produced by one 
individual often external to the conversation.
It is a collectively produced document by and for 
trans and non-binary activists in Muslim contexts. 



It also reaches out beyond the 5 days of the
convening, to contain the preparatory efforts and 
exchanges that made it possible for Tajassodat to 
take place. 

In that sense, this zine is an archival document 
that situates Tajassodat within a year-long
trajectory of work, exchanges and solidarity. 

This zine is intended to be printed and read as a 
physical object, and also includes instructions 
on how to compile it yourselves at home.
Tajassodat collaborators wish you a pleasant 
read, and hope that this material can inform 
other conversations around trans and non-binary 
rights and justice across different contexts.
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This 5-day convening is a collaborative initiative 
between Tajassod/Qorras and the Coalition for 
Sexual and Bodily Rights in Muslim Societies 
(CSBR), to support conversations on trans experi-
ences and needs, networking, resource development, 
and joint collaborations amongst trans activists and 
their allies. The convening aims to bring together 30 
participants from across the MENA and SSEA 
regions, this convening will be a first of its kind, led 
by CSBR and trans activists in Muslim societies.

Suggested countries;

Lebanon, Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, Palestine,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia, India.



T
ajassod is an initiative that w

orks on gender em
bod-

im
ent, it focuses on bringing forw

ard practical infor-
m

ation for trans individuals and practical netw
ork-

ing w
ith allies and fellow

 activists, to try to have a 
healthier and safer future in our “hom

es”. T
ajassod 

is led by one  of Q
orras’s  founding m

em
bers.

T
ajassod is an initiative that builds on years of experi-

ence w
ithin queer and fem

inist fram
ew

orks. T
ajas-

sod w
as therefore born out of a politicized personal 

experience that w
e have often struggled w

ith in 
L

G
B

T
Q

+
 and fem

inist circles. Som
e of the ques-

tions that T
ajassod aim

s to address are: H
ow

 can w
e 

collect 
inform

ation 
that 

w
ill 

be 
com

prehensive 
enough for m

any trans individuals to find useful, 
w

ithout invisibilising im
portant sub com

m
unities? 

H
ow

 can w
e translate our identities safely on our 

bodies w
ithout dissecting our bodies into m

edical 
organs? H

ow
 can w

e build alliances and optim
ize 

inform
ation w

ithin m
ore relevant contexts particular-

ly G
lobal South/M

uslim
 Societies ones. 

T
he collaboration w

ith C
SB

R
 com

es from
 the need 

to have a learning space on advancing trans relevant 
inform

ation and justice. O
ur interactions w

ith global 
south/north is not as a young initiative, rather C

SB
R

 
has been part in our individual grow

th through the 
spaces w

e navigated together, that helped us bring 
forw

ard our w
ork in the past 10 years. W

e see this as 
an opportunity for continuous collaboration and a 
chance to w

ork together on cross-regional netw
ork-

ing and learning from
 com

m
unity-led strategies on 

trans issues for our context.  

About Tajassod and CSBR

C
SB

R
 is an international solidarity netw

ork of over 
30 m

em
bers organizations across 16 countries in 

M
E

N
A

, SSE
A

 and C
entral A

sia. C
SB

R
 supports the 

integration of a holistic approach to sexual and 
bodily rights as hum

an rights across M
uslim

 socie-
ties, through fem

inist know
ledge building, strategic 

convenings, 
and 

activist 
capacity 

building. 
T

his 
proposed m

eeting arose from
 conversations w

ith 
T

ajassod/Q
orras and activists across regions about 

the need to separate gender identity and expression 
out 

from
 

L
G

B
T

IQ
 

organizing, 
and 

to 
support 

trans-led conversations, contextualised discourses, 
resource sharing, and solidarity w

ork.

T
he convening w

ill serve as a space to co-strategize 
on how

 to build m
ore inclusive m

ovem
ents, by collec-

tively m
apping the landscape and opportunities for 

trans rights and justice w
ithin countries as w

ell as at 
the regional levels. T

o date such no cross-regional 
conversations have taken place focused particularly 
on M

uslim
 societies. W

e see this collaboration w
ith 

T
ajassod/Q

orras as a launching point to strengthen 
C

SB
R

’s relationships and netw
ork m

em
bership w

ith 
trans-led groups in M

uslim
 contexts, so that C

SB
R

 
and her partners increase our know

ledge, under-
standing and capacities to be proactive allies and to 
provide strategic, responsive, needs-based solidarity 
and m

ovem
ent support.



T
h

e co
n

ven
in

g w
ill b

e co
o

rd
in

ated
 b

y a co
re team

 
m

ad
e u

p
 o

f T
ajasso

d
, C

S
B

R
 an

d
 activists fro

m
 b

o
th

 
regio

n
s. T

h
e m

eetin
g w

ill u
se m

ixed
 m

eth
o

d
s, in

te-
gratin

g 
stru

ctu
red

 
d

iscu
ssio

n
s, 

p
articip

ato
ry 

an
d

 
arts-b

ased
 m

eth
o

d
s, an

d
 o

p
en

 sp
ace facilitatio

n
 o

n
 

th
e th

ree co
re th

em
es o

f:

P
erso

n
al em

b
o

d
iem

en
ts, h

ealth
 &

 w
ellb

ein
g;

L
an

gu
age, cu

ltu
re an

d
 h

isto
ries;

L
egal h

u
m

an
 righ

ts ad
vo

cacy &
 T

ran
s m

o
vem

en
t 

b
u

ild
in

g. T
h

ro
u

gh
o

u
t th

e 5
 d

ays w
e aim

 to
 b

u
ild

 a
 

h
ealin

g sp
ace &

 stren
gth

en
 tran

s activists cap
acities 

an
d

 strategies to
 fo

ster su
stain

ab
le co

m
m

u
n

ity level 
ch

an
ge at h

o
m

e. In
 th

e first th
ree d

ays,  co
llab

o
rato

rs 
w

ill sh
are p

erso
n

al exp
erien

ces an
d

 co
n

textu
al h

isto
-

ries o
n

 tran
s o

rgan
izin

g; m
ap

 o
u

t co
m

m
o

n
 tren

d
s 

an
d

 o
b

stacles acro
ss n

atio
n

al co
n

texts, as w
ell as 

u
n

iq
u

e o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ities fo
r ad

vo
cacy; an

d
 d

o
cu

m
en

t 
w

ays in
 w

h
ich

 tran
s activists o

verco
m

e, recreate, an
d

 
refram

e th
eir stru

ggles to
 en

co
u

rage u
n

d
erstan

d
in

g
 

&
 so

lid
arity, fro

m
 th

e level o
f th

e fam
ily an

d
 frien

d
s, 

to
 a w

id
er co

m
m

u
n

ity, an
d

 n
atio

n
al ad

vo
cacy. T

h
e
 

fin
al tw

o
 d

ays w
ill b

e u
sed

 as a creative sp
ace to

 
syn

th
esize reflectio

n
s th

ro
u

gh
 artistic &

 creative visu
-

alizatio
n

s o
f o

u
r vario

u
s exp

erien
ces o

n
 b

o
d

ily au
to

n
-

o
m

y, self-d
eterm

in
atio

n
 an

d
 co

m
m

u
n

ity o
rgan

izin
g. 

T
h

is w
ill also

 serve as a sp
ace to

 exp
lo

re n
etw

o
rk

in
g
 

&
 so

lid
arity q

u
estio

n
s w

ith
 allies, b

e it n
etw

o
rk

s/co
l-

lectives 
o

r 
o

rgan
izatio

n
s 

th
at 

are 
tran

s 
in

clu
sive

 
n

atio
n

ally o
r regio

n
ally.
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III

1.Name

2.Age 

3.Nat ional i ty 

4.Gender  exper ience 

5.Emai l 

6 .Any more info  you would  l ike  to  share  ( soc ia l  media 

account,  webs i te  or  anyth ing  e l se  you would  l ike  us  to 

know)

7.What  spec i f ic  i s sues  do you engage with  on a  da i ly  bas i s 

in  your  loca l  context/day to  day  l i fe?

8.P lease  expla in  further  your  exper ience with  a l l  the 

i s sues

9.What  can you te l l  us  about  the community  around you in 

your  loca l  context?

10.Why do you want  to  part ic ipate  in  th i s  convening  for 

t rans  act iv i s t s  f rom Mus l im soc iet ies ?  What  do you hope 

to  take away f rom the space?

11.Why do you want  to  part ic ipate  in  th i s  convening  for 

t rans  act iv i s t s  f rom Mus l im soc iet ies ?  What  do you hope 

to  take away f rom the space?

12.What  do you hope to  contr ibute  to  the meet ing?

13.What  i s  change you look ing  to  see in  your  surrounding 

and community?  And what  are  the too ls  you bel ieve you 

would  need?  Feel  f ree to  g ive  a  scenar io  or  a  s tory  that 

can express  your  v i s ion  or  the change you wi l l  l i ke  to  see.

14.Do you have any concerns  about  be ing  v i s ib ly 

ident i f ied  as  a  part ic ipant  at  th i s  meet ing?  Do you 

have any other  secur i ty  concerns  for  th i s  convening?

15.Wi l l  you need help  in  with  Eng l i sh?

16.P lease  expla in  an access ib i l i ty  i s sue that  you wi l l 

need our  ass i s tance in

17.What  k ind of  so l idar i ty  work  do you do focus  on 

across  other  movements  & i s sues?

18.Part  of  th i s  convening’s  goa l  i s  to  explore  what 

more network ing  support  for  t rans  act iv i s t s  across 

Mus l im soc iet ies  could  look  l ike.  How might  s t rateg ic 

and network ing  for  t rans  act iv i s t s  funct ion  in  a  way 

that  would  best  su i t  your  needs? 



Hel lo  f rom Tajassodat’s 

Steer ing  Committee! 

Our  ca l l  i s  now c losed 

and we are  one step 

nearer  to  gett ing

together  in  May!

Tajassodat ' s  ca l l  for

appl icat ion  rece ived 

152 submiss ions  f rom 

trans*  ind iv iduals  f rom 

the MENA and SSEA

reg ions.



Dear  XXXX,

The Steer ing  Committee of  Tajassodat:  Conversat ions  to 

Advance Trans  R ights  and Just ice  in  Mus l im Soc iet ies , 

on  behal f  of  Qorras  & the Coal i t ion  for  Sexual  and 

Bodi ly  R ights  in  Mus l im Soc iet ies  (CSBR),  cord ia l ly 

inv i te  you to  part ic ipate  in  a  so l idar i ty  & st rateg ic  con-

vening  to  be held  f rom 26–30 May 2019,  in  Kathmandu, 

Nepal .

[ . . . ]

We rece ived over  75  complete  appl icat ions,  f rom which 

we have short l i s ted 30  co l laborators  f rom Bangladesh, 

Egypt,  Ind ia,  Indones ia,  Jordan,  Lebanon,  Malays ia,  Mo-

rocco,  Nepal ,  Pak i s tan,  Pa lest ine,  the Ph i l ipp ines,  Tuni -

s ia ,  Turkey,  Saudi  Arabia  and S ingapore.





To a id  your  part ic ipat ion,  CSBR & 
Qorras  wi l l  cover  assoc iated costs  as 
fo l lows:

Accommodat ion on a  shared twin  room 
bas i s ,  for  the dates  of  the convening;  

Economy return  a i r fare  to  Kathmandu, 
on the expected t ravel  dates  of  the  
convening;  

Meals  for  the durat ion  of  your  s tay;  

Cost  of  your  v i sa  on arr iva l  to  Nepal ;

Local  t ransportat ion  to/from the a i r -
port ,  at  home and in  Kathmandu.  

We bel ieve your  presence at  the meet-
ing  wi l l  both  enhance and enr ich  the 
d i scuss ions,  g iven the exper iences  & 
understanding  f rom your  own reg ions. 

To conf i rm your  part ic ipat ion  p lease 
RSVP your  completed t ravel  form (at -
tached)  & a  copy of  your  passport  ID 
page by  15  Apr i l  2019. 

We have a  wait - l i s t  for  part ic ipat ion, 
so  i f  we do not  hear  f rom you by  15th 
Apr i l ,  we wi l l  proceed to  of fer  the spot 
to  another  candidate.
We wi l l  a l so  share  the log i s t ic  deta i l s 
for  your  t ravels  c loser  to  the date.

Once we have your  conf i rmat ion,  we 
wi l l  be  wr i t ing  to  you to  s tart  a  co l labo-
rat ive  process  to  set  up the agenda of 
the 5-day convening.  
I f  you have any quest ions,  do  not  hes i -
tate  to  contact  us .

We look  forward to  your  favourable 
response and see ing  you in  Nepal .
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the premeeting agenda discussion

 and daily evaluations
used agendas
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T H E  A G E N DA T H E  P R E - M E E T I N G



T H E  A G E N DA D I S C U S S I O N  / /
F E E D B A C K  N O T E S



T H E  A G E N DA
D I S C U S S I O N  / /
S E L F - C A R E  A N D  S H A R I N G
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speed dating.expectations.shared values.personal 
stories.language-terminologies.collective histo-

ries.movement building.non-binary session.advoca-
cy.solidarity scenarios.



SWIPE FOR PROFILES!



ONE THING I
CANNOT LIVE

WITHOUT





















Personal Stories, and Commonalities.























































MENA
WHAT TYPES OF SUPPORT AND SOLIDARITY DO YOUR 
MOVEMENTS OR ORGANIZATIONS GET IN YOUR REGION? 
PROVIDE EXAMPLES.

KEY EVENTS OR MOVEMENTS THAT GAVE YOU SPACE, 
WERE INCLUSIVE OR SUPPORTED YOUR ACTIVISM?

WHAT ARE THE COMMONALITIES THAT YOU SEE WITHIN 
THE REGION?

CHALLENGES AND BACKLASH.



MENA



SOUTH ASIA (1)



SOUTH ASIA (2)



SOUTH EAST ASIA





























REGIONAL (SOUTH ASIA)

SOLIDARITY SCENARIOS

SOLIDARITY SCENARIOS
SOLIDARITY SCENARIOS
SOLIDARITY SCENARIOS
SOLIDARITY SCENARIOS
SOLIDARITY SCENARIOS
SOLIDARITY SCENARIOS



REGIONAL (SOUTH ASIA)

SOLIDARITY SCENARIOS

SOLIDARITY SCENARIOS
SOLIDARITY SCENARIOS
SOLIDARITY SCENARIOS
SOLIDARITY SCENARIOS
SOLIDARITY SCENARIOS
SOLIDARITY SCENARIOS



REGIONAL (SOUTH EAST ASIA)



REGIONAL (MENA)



ONLINE PLATFORMONLINE PLATFORM



ONLINE PLATFORMONLINE PLATFORM
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moving forward
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Tajassodat’s steering committee
Collaborators in the convening

Tajassodat’s documentation team
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Supported by HIVOS and Astraea

2019
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